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"^ 9*1I jrjriu snail say rnac moaetn piuyto/'***"".s A / wriSbts and actors are not noble

/ M. M an(* unselfish? They have at last

tff' I determined to come to the aid of

\\^/kEffy 'fl L "v religion and the Bible. They have deter^W¥/l(/V 'h/" tl >v mined to force non-church goers to Inter^5^/'<! [J.» \ est themselves in all that is mystic and sa'*X.j» ./ cred. "You will not go to church," they
say tenderly. "Well, we cannor help that.

We will utilize your theatre-going propensities for the benefit
of the clergy, and if they don't like It.well, it is merely be-

fine. cause they are envious and Impressed with their own Incom*petency."
A few months from now and you will see David Belasco hobnobbingwith the He v. Dr. John Hall, possibly on the subject

C^GlJ Gil/ of the murder of Abel by Cain. Should this murder occur In
the third or fourth act of the great play, "A Brother's Jealousy;or Why Did He Do It?" You will notice Augustus Thomas

HAQ-pvi haunting the sanctum of the Rev. Dr. Eaton for points on

K.the mystic comedy, "What the Bulrushes Revealed; or. Poor
Little Moses," and Dr. Parkhurst, tired of politics, will turn

1 his attention to the Casino and lend his advice to Messrs.

mrQt Canary and Lederer with respect to their marvellous spectacle,
\ "Luminous Horrors; or, the Plagues! bf Egypt."

Why, at the opening performance of "The Sign of the

O AA "Pi ) Cross" at the Knickerbocker Theatre, Monday night, guess
GvO I vGli y whom I saw, watching it all with an expression of chubby

A chastity on his brow? Xon woman-1 guess ir you tnea ror a year,
so rir4ell you. I saw Edward Everett Rice, he of "Evange7y\o line," "Excelsior, Jr." anrl "14i>2" renown. Mr. Rice felt that

i VGvVviGv*" a new epoch was dawning.an epoch with "money in it," and
^ he was on hand to see what could be done. My own idea is

1 that he is planning a gigantic spectacle, with "The Creation"

O^l O as Its subject.and the birth of the sun, moon and stars, the

IvllCj birds of the air and the beasts of the earth as leading
themes, all to be supplemented by the apotheosis of man, or.

* + * tniovit t ninrp 5inilv snv?.woman. At any rate, there he was,

and Mi's. triumphing in the triumph of the Christian maiden, Mereia, ap'plauding her martyrdom and her successful conversion of
Marcus Superbus, and, in a word, thoroughly enjoying hlinsel/.

r» Cynics say that this quest of scpsation In the Bible and reIQ/TTcI GlS llgion is merely a symptom of the age's neurasthenia, and perrhaps there is something in this. "Socletv persons,' remarks

>
Nordau, "whose creed is limited to baccarat and the money

Iv/fTi-fl market, make pilgrimages to the Oberammergau Passion' Play
v/ll*" and wipe away a tear over Paul Verlaino's invocations to the

* Virgin." I suppose - they feel that a tear on such a subject is

i) far more creditable than one drawn by the pemetual heroine
V"\ « > r\ tn +Vi« hlnolr Uvoas wlio with me-ehild in her arms and a fine

jJl^GU ^ paper snowstorm all around her, cries to the fictitious villain,
"Unhand me, sir!" or. "Let tne pass."

I any rate> theatregoers are tired of melodrama without
v/V/ll y. excuse. They are sick of impossible people doing Impossible

l things, in an impossible manner, and playwrights have decided
to come to the aid o^ the clergy (and incidentally, of course, to

III,IIW' "//A?//.-/

ID apoy ?}g. ?
JJIX BY aLfrt

if Ul

/ f| I J their own aid), by ransacking the vast i

Mil' II jJA storehouses containing religious material, 1
Ml I \$y j and giving the public drnma that they can- ]
M" V j not consistently refuse, if they value their ]

Ml / reputation as theists in a theistio com'

(si I munity. Wilson Barrett thoroughly under' i

M stood the oddity of the times when ho 1
>A wrote "The Sign of the Cross." He has

' furnished a "popular" play, and has care-
1| fully avoided everything classical, all poeticlanguage, and all lofty sentiment. If

I "The Sign of the Cross" had been done up
in Shakespearian form, it would have died
months ago. As it Is, It invites people to

n!. come and see an easily intelligible usual ]
I play, dressed up in religious clothes. \

Why, not very long ago, In London, they j

I I tried semi-religious songs at the music <

t halls, all on account of the Influence of 1

|s, "The Sign of the Cross." In fact, there is
i 5 re.illv no limit to the Influence that the <

jj\ j Biblical drama may exert over us. And the

( clergy will either be pleased at the playi.. |j wrights' Interference, or Indignant at this
il encroachment upon sacred domains.

I I must confess that I murvelled at the

f. audacity of the latest Intelligence to the
'/ effect that Mrs. Potter intends to appear as

,lj the naughty Mrs. Potlphar, and Kyrle Belaiiujt! low as the unresponsive Joseph, in a re'liglous play called "Joseph of Canaan."

MlMllu. The story of Mrs. Potlphar has always
~t been a sore subject with Bible teachers,

f Years ago at school It puzzled me. I used
*

- \ to ask everybody most embarrassing qi.esI.,%\ \ tions about it. I never could understand
\ \ why Joseph ran away and left his coat

1 with Mrs. Potlphar. An aunt of mine
i t I /.oiiafl «Rih1e Readings With

PMy Children," and the first thing I did ]
was to turn to the story of Mrs. Potlphar i

and Joseph. And I read this: "But now j
a great trouble fell on Joseph. This Is
how It came about. Potlphar's wife, I am i

sorry to say, was a very wicked woman. '

Elie did not mind telling stories, and
~ disliked Joseph because he was so good.

So one day when Potlphar came

home she told him that Joseph had
been behaving very badly. Potlphar,

1-^- hla wlfo
WilO never lliUU£U(, 1110 mi.v

be bo wicked as to tell snch a lie, believed her, was very angry

with Joseph, and said he should go at once to prison. So they
took him directly to prison, where he remained a very long
time. Poor Joseph! He knew he had not done anything wrong,

so he did not feel as unhappy as he might have done." That

ts how the episode was glossed over.

Mrs. Potter, In rushing at a Biblical subject, casts about for

one that is a trifle saucy. The public declines to go and see her

In "Camllle" because they can see so much finer actresses do the

play keener justice. We wearied of her in the impressive but

hideous role of Zola's "Therese." She tired us with "Francillon,"and we rebelled at her non-sexual heroics as Juliet. So

now she Is anxious to do the Improper with a Biblical excuse.

She will be able to ogle and leer as the lecherous Mrs. Potlphar,
secure In the knowledge that good Christians cannot object.

I imagine I can hr4 her with the Interviewer, "Why, my good

man," says Cora, "sureiy you cauuot accuse me of pandering to

a prurient taste. I am giving you Bible history undiluted. I

have always loved the Bible, and that is why I select one of
..Vvllrt DftAnla nrlll n nf

Its stories with which to educate iue puuuv. *

read the Bible to-day, so I long to bring It home to them.to
flaunt it In their faces ou the stage. If you say Mrs. Potiphar
Is improper, you are libelling the book of books."

This is precisely the logic that she will use, and.in a wayItis the logic that will be allowed to settle the suggestive scene

between Mercia and Marcus In "The Sign of the Cross." The

excuse for this episode of course Is.a desire to show the Influenceof the cross on rampant sexuality. Mercia is saved
from Marcus by holding up the sacred symbol. The public gets
all the naughtiness It wants in the guise of sanctimoniousness.

A modern heroine walking down Broadway would bo marched

off to Bloomingdnle if when accosted by some boozy chappie
she suddenly held up a cross in his face. Nobody laughs at

1«-»jlror* hAPnnsp Mr. Bar-
tfip incident as Hnown at iuc iujiv>nuw«v.,

rett has cunningly led you to believe that It is religious, Inspired,an consequently eminently serious.
This is, of course, deplorable. While there Is not the least

harm in the world in presenting religious plays with a semiapparentnobleness of object, It seems rather unkind to dive

Into the Bible for sensuality, and offer It to the public as holy
history. This Is neurasthenia with a vengeance. This is merely
a degenerate effort to cover up Impropriety with a mystic cloak.
There are dozens of Bible heroines that Mrs. Potter might have

selected, If she wished to appear under educfttlonal auspices.
She might even do a dance with cymbals as Miriam the prophetess,or pose in Prisciila-like Innocence as Ruth. There Is absolutelynothing at all In the story of Mrs. Potlphar but unbridled

lust, and all the clergy will tell you so. Mrs. Tauqueray and

Mrs. Ebbsmlth are doves compared with Mrs. Potlphar. but they
have no Biblical excuse for their existence. Mrs. Potter knows

this, of course, and by announcing herself as the purchaser of
".Tosenh of Canaan" she is appealing to the community of thea-
tre-goers in the way of humbug, hypocrisy, fanaticism and

degeneracy.
In fact, I doubt whether even the clergy will stand this. AlASTONISHING

CAREER OP 1
Italy mourns at the present moment the p -p. . p ^

death of the most celebrated brigand chief I H r (
of the present century, whose name of
Tlburzl had become surrounded by such a v0rite disguise of a

halo of romance that he was actually re- stantly able to visit
garded as one of the glories of the king- the purpose 0f confer]

dom. so of members of the

Although for forty years he had lived by who were indebted tc

means of crime, through which he man- and sometimes for th

aged to amass an immense fortune, amount- ing his real estate.a

Ing to over $1,000,000, yet he was one of the Tiblllvi Itrilv'c
most popular personages In the dominions * J

of King Humbert, and the name of the
carabinler who laid him low with a rifle
bullet Is doomed to puonc execration. x>or

Is It likely that the man will live long to

enjoy the $10,000 price that was set on

Tlburzl's head. For there are hundreds, yj®/1
who, deep In debts of gratitude toward
the famous brigand, have sworn to avenga

The poor.and nine-tenths of the people
are poverty-stricken in Italy.were blindly
devoted to him, knowing that he was al- Ytv 4!!wy Jf
ways ready to relieve their misery with a fiyV *

gold coin, which did not come the less am sg
to them for having been wrested by force ^v ^'Zjr&JA
from some rich traveller. And he was

likewise an hohored guest in many a countryhouse and even castle, the noble ownersof which were glad to pay him tribute, /^ v' ; -V^
extending in some cases to as much as

$1,000 per annum. In return for which he
guaranteed them in the most absolute mannerfrom any theft, robbery or arson.

tie was an important incror in an tne j
parliamentary, provincial and municipal ff/electionsof Central Italy, and, as far as JIVLm :]|l®
the rural districts were concerned, in- V|r]^
variably secured the election of his own / fl|lr \Wy^
candidates by an overwhelming majority, ijlljl lj|p£
no one liking to run the risk of casting Mil IM v
their ballots in favor of any other nomi- III I,)
nee than one whom he put forward. Thus ill ijlq
it came that his power as a political "boss" If] i/jjj'
grew to be as great and as extensive as *" """

that of Richard Croker and of Thomas C. DiSCtUiSSd <
Piatt combined, and there was scarcely a ^

village or a siuan town in me cenrrai por- tne name or nis ran
tion of the kingdom the Mayors and Jus- comprised at least ha
tlces of the Peace of which were not men ment and apartment
who owed their election entirely to him. di Castelli quarter.
Thin goes far to explain the astounding Among those whom
ifamunlty which he enjoyed for so many attention have been
fevtX said for the fact that under his i&- Duke of Saxe Meining

r <?IiOf|X FOR
1 DALE. /?J
though "The Sign of the Cross" Is assured- J . (1 lUi \j
y a finer lesson In religion than anything l G\\ A/J J ji
Dr. Darkhurst, or Dr. Eaton, or Dr. John I \\ \_V f At II
Ffall have ever preached. "Joseph of Ca- V \\ \ Ui,\
naan" Is a lesson In nothing but how to bo kyj
nasty, though Biblical. If the play be done \
here, you will hear Sunday-school Instruc- j^
tors referring their pupils to the stage: "I J J J
cannot tell you anything more about Mrs. 1,

Potlphar, my little dears," they will say. (
"Mommer can take you, If she wishes you |
to be fully posted, to a matinee of 'Joseph
of Canaan.' " 7
Yet Mrs. rotter's zeal may deceive that J

portion of the public which Is not theatre- -v
N

jolng. Misguided people who stay away ;^
.rom me incatres neea duc we sugiuest ex- t .

mse to draw them thither. The playhouseSI
.s, perhaps, the biggest luxury In life. Those ( __ . tfi
who do not patronize It are Jealous of those
who do. Fanatical ministers who preach
against It do so because they are fully /, //
aware of the stupendous Influence that It f\ /// JJjt
possesses. Glye all these humbugs the \// J*/! /'a
slightest pretext for altering their views, ' /// Hf7
and alter them they will. That Is why the y / A 'jj\
present indications of an Invasion of Bibll- f y U (j I
jal subjects for stage material cannot be i fII
too carefully watched. I Jf
In addition to the production of "The ||,y

31gn of the Cross" In this city, and the |/J,
juix'Lutse 01 Juat'pu 01 i^uuuun uj mis, n uft
Potter and Mr. Bellew, we get the lnfor- !?/
nation that Sarah Bernhardt is preparing J(tty
to appear (with one eye on the American

t fylJ,
public) before the Parisians as Mary Mag- ,, *

ialene. We all know Sarah, and we all \
|

idore her, but we are perfectly aware that h KJj)«i
if she dallies with the Magdalene subject, if® [
it Is merely for the sake of sensationalism,- /V]
ind the sensationalism that is all the more /"~~7
potent because it touches a vital spot. Sarah P j
has exhausted all legitimate interest in A'

such legitimate subjects as "Fedora," "La II y
rosea," "Cleopatra," "Izeyl," "Gismonda," v--'' J~
"Marguerite Gauthier," "Frou-Frou," ^.>
"Nora" and "Adrienne Lecouvreur." Secu- m tfln
lar history and fiction have been robbed of vlL.'.'-w
their treasures to feed Sarah's cyclonic ^

emotions. And now she Is directing h< r

glances at the New Testament, and is lookinglongingly toward Mary Magdalene, simply because to Mary
Christ said: "Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she
loved much; but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth
little."

I thould think that the spectacle of Sarah kissing the feet
of the Saviour and anointing them would be revolting; the most
nnnnnUTT Vvl/I Wlr ? ofXT tVlfl + chfl lift « PVPT* nPmPtrfltP(1 Ill

Paris, however, where people clamor for a mystic excuse, even

more than they do here, I presume that this sort of farce would
be considered exquisitely exalted on the part of the petted
Sarah. All I can hope is that If Sarah really does "Mary
Magdalene" in Prance, Miss Fanny Davenport will not acquire
the rights for this country; and, further, that Sarah hersell
will not seek to entice this public to a hysterical appreciation
of so delicate a subject.

After all, It is easy enough to separate the grain from the
chaff; to remove the illegitimate from the halo of the legitimate.If the Bible is to be forced to yield up its Incidents foi
the stage, it can be made to do so perfectly, inoffensively and
educationally. And the fact that Bible stories are used will, oi
course, appeal irresistibly to portions of the community. But
there is nothing in the least holy about a portrayal of the Poti
phar-Joseph difficulty or the Mary Magdalene episode, both of
which are now sought simply by reason of the London success

of "The Sins of the Cross." Wilson Barrett, however, care

fully avoided all points that might have led toward inhospltabh
discussion. The most devout theatre-goer and non-theatre-goc:
could And no solitary loophole for objection in the play at th<
Knickerbocker, because the "popular" elements have been s<

deftly claked. Not that I believe for a moment that "The Sigi
of the Cross" will be taken up as seriously in New York as i
was in London. New Yorkers will see in it merely an exceed
ingly good, strong and highly interesting play, while in Londoi
they saw in it a fervent story of the triumph of Christianity.

Personally, I sincerely trust that religion and the Bible wil
not be dragged upon the stage. The theatre-going communlt;
is large enough, and I don't think that It needs any recruits,
feel inclined to say to the reverend doctors of divinity: "Fo

goodness' sake, make yourselves more interesting, less bigoted
less prejudiced, and. refuse to avail yourselves of the threatene(
aid of the playwrights." I am not anxious to criticise a tragedy
Onm thn nana nf "VTnaars. Henrv ffnv Carletoil and T. Di

Witt Talmage," nor am I craving to analyze a drama by "Mes
srs. Sydney Rosenfeld and R. Heber Newton." All these gen
tlemen are capital separately, but, blended, they would becom<
rather trying.

Fatigue, of course, Is perpetually leading us into new paths
A groove becomes too groovy, and we run about panting for tha
which is new. And as the Biblical drama would not only b<
comparatively new, but also very fay-reaching in its effects
I shall not apologize for having trespassed upon you
attention with the subject. The religious topic is a dangerouf
one to toy with, because It leads away in all directions. Everj
psychologist will tell you that religion and love are closelj
connected. The lives of the saints.if you stuQy them.wftl no

rHE MOST FA/WOUS BANDI1
|. * | r->v% f surrender all the valuables that he carrh

j\| I vjl-/\ about him, as well as his wife's jewelr
two years ago while driving back fro

priest he was con- Frascatl to Rome, and it is probable th.

Rome, sometimes for hfld Tiburzi known of the rank of his vl

ring with the score or tim be would have held him for a lar;
National Legislature, ransom. The late Cardinal Theodoli, one

) him for their seat's, tlie grand dignitaries of the Papal Cour
e purpose of inspect- Wfts another of Tiburzi's "clients," as 1

11 of it registered in used t(> cal1 them. The Cardinal was ca

. _ . tured while recruiting his health at tl
i DICK Tutpin villa of a friend on the Alban Hills, ar

was held as a prisoner until his relativi
could scrape together the $20,000 ranso

'

demanded for his release. He was treate
with the utmost consideration and courtes

during his captivity, and was formed 1

^%'i4V celebrate mass for the brigands ever

morning as long as he was with then

.7.>%*! $ Indeed, they parted with so muclj mutui

nwT regard and esteem that the prelate of h
own accord gave them his blessing, to r<

mfi%-xW. ceivp which they all knelt in the most re'

erend manner. Three months later the Ca
dir.al while crossing the bridge at Rome o

^ls way t0 ^ atlcan was stopped t

WW*''Tlburzi, who was disguised as usual as

priest, and who handed to His Eminence

M'&'-iir/ very costly jewelled reliquary, which th
prelate had forgotten at the time when h

W'^ft^SSr parted from his brigand friends. The Ca
dinal made no attempt to stop Tiburzi, b'
texrenueu 111s nuuu iu liieuuiji greeixug
the robber, who bent low to kiss the epl
copal rlDi: of His Eminence.

i The authorities but once made his pe
sonal acquaintance, namely, in 1872, whi
he was sentenced to the galleys for 11
after being found guilty of a foul murdt
of levying blackmail in dozens of case

and of "holding up" long processions
wealthy people. Two years he spent in tl
salt marshes of Torneto-Tarquinia, workii
assiduously for the benefit of the state.

His was of the high hand."either yi
are with me or against me" was t
motto.and as no criminal cared to o

as a Fiiest. erate on his own account, knowing ths
sooner or later, Tiburzl's unerring ri:

ler-in-law, and which would put an end to his existence, all e
If a dozen large tene- cept the very small fry were in tl
houses in the Prati habit of reporting for duty with the chl

ui vyeuiraj limy jjugauuiggio, who oraeri

he favored with his them about like so many recruits. B
the reigning Grand Income was SSCMXK) per annum from coi

;en, who was forced to missions alono

quaint yon with the fact Tht^ Ms^r^<,i
religions fanatics is impregnated with de- BnUiiV
scriptlons of hideous self-punishments and
self-crucifixions. Let sleeping dogs lie. It \ "1*$ ( j |LyIs unwise to seek to awaken, by means of ^ i--L_2?^.x, n': ~ Y; ,i
the stage, the slumbering fires of religious (..v^Vy ,."7 jji\\'//
UISL'UESMUU uuu uiuuia, UEVSUSe you UWHKCI1 \j; 3 V] .1 v. ) l| / fjother sentiments as well. In last Tiies- * jjmj"
day's Journal I suggested asking Colonel

c
1
,yIngersoll to speak against "The Sign of the hi

'^vT '

Cross" from his own point of view. On...
second consideration, I withdraw that sugigestlon. Let "The Sign of the Cross" appeal to New Yorkers as f\f\ i r»
a good play, and as nothing more. It is not worth while, and it [ »loO
might involve our stage in many unpleasant wars of words.

Managers are naturally delighted at anything which threatensto vitalize the fatigued condition of the drama. The gen- r"ltlenian who announced that "Shakespeare spelled failure" had icxV-llGvl/
no grudge at all against the Bard of Avon, but was merely indicatingthe trend of public taste. If Biblical plays are producedad nauseam, he will undoubtedly declare later on that jy* ,» "M )"The Bible spells failure." All Is fish that comes to his net. 1 VvVovlll/y\ We know that managers are not "in the business for their ^
ueauu. i mi vf no uesitanon m saying tnat i am quite con- ^vinced Mrs. Potter will have no trouble at all In locating herself < «^i ^/Tj r*)0as Mrs. Totlphar in New York City. The very mana-s who 11^ * I 11 v* have publicly deplored the Ibsen fad and !tS Inflfififiee tae'

author of "Sweet Lavender," which caused him to write "Mrs. pTanqueray" and "Mrs. Ebbsmith," will be the first to say, frMfoKlJ "Well, we can't go back on the Bible. Mrs. Potter is doing a 11 I
t

reverent thing." In fact, after these lines have been read, I
shoi^dn't be surprised if Airs. Potter were deluged with cables, . ^yyin Australia, to this effect: "Journal to-day gives you fine send- \ f~)01
off. Arrange terms. Can book time." w vOO;

j I am told that when "The Sign of the Cross" has run out its
life at the Lyric Theatre, however, Mr. Barrett has a new play i

. called "Daughters of Babylon," built upon similar lines; further, O (lthat Mr. Hayman, of this city, will be given the American
privileges of that new production as soon as it has been nre-

j sented in London. I am rather pleased to say that the prob- * 1/3 . 1
abilities are that we shall not see "Daughters of Babylon" this /V \ T* |\ vT*16season. You see, I am afraid of the religious mania, and I am

"21
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also disinclined to see our famous ministers lamenting the loss
of their flocks. What would become of them? If all the the- y~\ <i

e atres in this city took to presenting church-going dramas, I sup- LA 3 Q\hJpose that the managers would offer the disconsolate ministers s"

positions as "press agents. It would be the least they could do.
t Imagine Dr. Parkhurst penning "squibs" for "The Daughters
e of Babylon" and Dr. Rainsford turning out "copy" for "Joseph p C

of Canaan." Perhaps my imagination is going too far. I will v

'v stop It, ere It leads me into dangerous ground. It is just as well
, to point out what might happen. Forewarned Is forearmed. - 1Let the playwrights bestir themselves, unless, as I suggested IfTlQpOj)before, they are unselfishly anxious to aid the clergy. And in ^ vL/O V jt^ i /«' that case, let all energy be on the part of the clergy. >

i- * ALAN DALE.
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